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Amendments to th e Claims 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listing, of claims in the 
application: 

Listing of Claims; 


1.-19. (Cancelled) 


20. (Currently Amended) A delivery sheath having a proximal region, an 
intermediate region, and a distal oonion. the sheath comprising: 

m > elongated shonth having a proximal region, un intormodmto region, and a distal 
porTi On y 

an embolic proiecrinn fjjtgr ha vinp expanded and contracted states; 

the proximal region having a proximal end and a distal end; 

the intermediate region extending distally from the proximal region, the 
intermediate region increasing in outer dimension from a proximal end of the 
intermediate region to a distal end thereof; and 

the distal portion uprising a single wall and extending distally from the 
intermediate region, the distal portion including a proximal end having an outer 
dimension that is greater than the outer dimension of the distal end of the intermediate 
regions 

wherein the distal portion tapering distally tapers in wall thickness along at least a 
portion of its length; 
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&e distal nornon * > f,nin P a lumen, the lumen shaped a nd configured to allow the 
nir^r, m ir< contra c t <™e. to be placed within the lumen . 

21. (Previously Presented) The delivery sheath of claim 20, wherein the 
proximal region of the delivery sheath has a constant outer dimension. 

22. (Previously Presenied) The delivery sheath of claim 20, wherein the 
distally tapering wall thickness is formed by distally decreasing the outside dimension of 
the delivery sheath. 

23. -25. (Cancelled) 

26. (Currently Amended) A delivery sheath havinp a proximal region, an 
intermediate rgPion. and a distal cordon , the sheath comprising: 

on olongatcd shaath having u proximal r e gion, an int e rmediate region, and a ditral 


an embolic proration filter having expanded and contracted States; 

the proximal region having a proximal end and a distal end; 

the intermediate region extending distally from the proximal region, the 
intermediate region increasing in outer dimension from a proximal end of the 
intermediate region to a distal end thereof; and 

the distal portion mm prising a single wall and extending distally from the 
intermediate region and including a distally tapering distal region having a distally 
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decreasing wall thickness, the distal portion including a proximal end having an outer 
dimension that is greater than the outer dimension of the distal end of the intermediate 
region, the distal ponjonftfflherJmim&a^ region tapering to an outer dimension that 
is less than the outer dimension of the proximal end of the distal portion: 

ih^ distal portion defining a l ..™*n the lumen shaped and gftnfipured to allow the 
Hirer, m its contracted state. £ Q he placed within the lumen. 

27. (Previously Presented) The delivery sheath of claim 26, wherein the 
proximal region of the delivery sheath has a constant outer dimension. 

28. (Previously Presented) The delivery sheath of claim 26, wherein the 
distally decreasing wall thickness is formed by distally decreasing the outside dimension 
of the delivery sheath. 

29. -31. (Cancelled) 

32. (Currently Amended) A delivery sheath having a proximal region, an 
intermediate refl inn, * nd a d istal portion, the sheath comprising: 

aft olongutod Ghouth having a proximal region, an intormodiato region, and a distal 
portion; 

?in ftmholiL- protection filter havi ng expanded and contracted states: 
the proximal region having a proximal end and a distal end; 
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the intermediate region extending distally from ihe proximal region, the 
intermediate region increasing in outer dimension from a proximal end of the 
intermediate region to a distal end thereof; and 

the distal portion uprising a s mgjg wall and extending distally from the 
intermediate region and including a distally tapering distal region having a distally 
decreasing wall thickness, the distal ponion including a flared proximal end having an 
outer dimension that is greater than the outer dimension of the distal end of the 
intermediate region, the distal portion tapering to an outer dimensjon that is less than the 
outer dimension of the proximal end of the distal portion^ 

wherei«-the distally decreasing wall thickness being formed by decreasing the 
outside dimension of the delivery sheathiand 

rhe distal portion definin g » l.imen. the lumen shaped and configured to allow the 
filter, in its conTraered state to he placed ^»hin the lumen. 

33. (Previously Presented) The delivery sheath of claim 32, wherein the 
proximal region of the delivery sheath has a constant outer dimension. 

34. -36. (Cancelled) 

37. (Currently Amended) A delivery sheath having a proximal shaft region, an 
intermediate shaft region , and a distal shaft portion, the sheath comprising: 

W i ii u ugatod sheath having a proximal shaft region, an intormodiat e- fi h oft region, 
and a diotul shaft portion-; 
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an embolic protection filt f r having exoaoHeri and contracted states; 

che a-proximal shaft regjon having a proximal end and a distal end; 

the ttt-intermediaie shaft region extending distally from the proximal shaft region, 
the intermediate shaft region increasing in outer dimension from a proximal end of the 
intermediate shaft region to a distal end thereof; and 

the ft-disml shaft portion ^mpnsine a single wall and extending distally from the 
intermediate shaft region, the distal shaft portion including a proximal end having an 
outer dimension that is greater than the outer dimension of the distal end of the 

intermediate shaft regions 

wfeerem the distal shaft portion tapenng distally tap** in wall thickness along at 

least a portion of its length; 

the distal shaft portion defining a lum e n, the lumen shaped and configured to 

:,11aw the filter, m its contrac ted state, to be placed within the lumen. 

38. (Previously Presented) The delivery sheath of claim 37, wherein the 
proximal shaft region of the delivery sheath has a constant outer dimension. 

39. (Previously Presented) The delivery sheath of claim 37, wherein che 
distally tapering wall thickness is formed by distally decreasing the outside dimension of 
the delivery sheath. 


40.- 42. (Cancelled) 
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